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one that appeared, that Monsieur de Champlain had
wished to ruin the whole country by his death.’’
They said that the Algonquins of the Island had
circulated these false rumors. Thereupon Monsieur
the Chevalier summoned one named Oumastikouneian,®
who is allied to those islanders, and had him asked
why the Algonquins sowed discord between the
French and the Hurons, saying that Monsieur de
Champlain had wished to ruin the country and drag
it down to death with him, and that a Captain of the
Montagnez Savages himself had borne witness to this
ill-will. ‘‘ Where is this Captain?’’ he was asked.
‘* Speak, now; make him come in, let him tell us if
Monsieur de Champlain ever made such a speech.”’
This poor man began to exclaim against the Hurons,
saying that it was they who spread a [323i.e., 319] re-
port that the French had bewitched a cloak, to cause
their death. We asked the Hurons if they had in-
vented these lies; those of one village accused the in-
habitants of another of originating these reports, tell-
ing them to clear themselves thereof. In short, each
denied these calumnies, saying there was no need to
speak of it further, and that the cause of their death
was being attributed to certain porcelain collars which
the Montagnez had collected in order to invite them
to go to war.® They were earnestly urged not to
listen to these impostures. ‘‘ Ask your countryman
here,”” Monsieur de 1'Isle said to them, ‘‘if what we
believe is bad, if we teach that men should be killed;
we love you all; he knows well that what we have
taught him is very good.”” He spoke to our Neo-
phyte, who very modestly expressed his approval of
our belief. This council or assembly having ended,
these barbarians went to the store to exchange their



